
 

 
 

2021 ANNUAL REPORT
A YEAR OF INNOVATION & CONSTRUCTION

WHILE THE COVID PANDEMIC CLOSED DOWN THE COUNTRY
 

The River Center under construction in November 2021 Photo by Jake Peetz

SEE THE BUILDING RISE FROM THE GROUND UP IN THIS TIME-LAPSE
VIDEO: Click here!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lf1AuQYv1M4


A YEAR OF BIG DECISIONS AND CHANGE

NEW MISSION
STATEMENT GUIDES
FUTURE DECISIONS

In 2021, the Board of
Directors changed the
name, the logo, and
shortened the mission
statement of the River
Center:
 
"Our mission is to inspire
understanding, respect, and
stewardship of our natural
and cultural resources."
 
Nature is complex and
undeniably fascinating.

Every aspect of nature that
is taught at the River Center
is meant to awe with its
unique genius, indisputable
strangeness, and
interconnectedness with
other plants and animals.

Once a person understands
deeply, respect will follow
and most certainly there’s a
better chance that people
will weigh their decisions
more carefully, opting for
stewardship.

It's clear that the River
Center’s education staff will
never run out of topics to
share with children and
adults!

A NOTE OF
GRATITUDE

FROM THE DIRECTOR
& BOARD PRESIDENT

Dear Members,

2021--What a year! The
Center's staff, volunteers,
partners, and subcontractors
weathered Covid 19, mask
wearing, closed doors, a 53%
increase in construction costs,
materials shortages, limited
classes and meetings on
Zoom, and some outdoor
activities.

 Yet perseverance produced
progress. The Center's
outreach expanded online to
many class participants
across the country; the new
Center walls, roof and interior
continued to rise; and
donations kept coming in--
more than one million in
2021. Congratulations and
thank you!

All of us, working together,
have and will see this project
become a catalyst for future
educational programs "to
inspire understanding,
respect, and stewardship of
our natural and cultural
resources."...the Center's
Mission.

The new and remodeled
building and exhibits, when
completed, will provide an
exciting and motivating
environment for local
residents and for visitors from
all over the world.

In 2022, you are so welcome
to become involved...become
a host at the reception desk,
help visitors in the exhibit

RENEWING A
COMMITMENT TO
ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION

With anticipation of a new
facility with every room
devoted to teaching,
education staff began
dreaming big in 2021.

Not only does the largest
room, Rainshadow Hall,
have more than twice the
space of the old meeting
room, it has a huge LED
screen, camera, recording
capacity, and surround
sound.

The room, with a capacity
to seat 150 people, can be
divided into two
classrooms.

A smaller classroom, just
inside the front door, can
seat 30 people, or more
intimate groups around
tables for drawing,
photography and nature
journaling classes.

In the works, is a new
outdoor classroom that
can be opened to the
outdoors and when class is
over, buttoned up.

The extra space means
that more adults and
children can be served
with a wider variety of
classes.



THOUGHTS ABOUT THE
NEW NAME & LOGO

The River Center
deliberated for several years
on a name change, wanting
both a symbol and name
that would be inclusive of
the partnership with the
Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe
and Audubon.

The resulting logo is a
perfect pairing of traditional
Northwest Coast formline
design by Bud Turner at the
S'Klallam House of Myths,
and the iconic pileated
woodpecker, much loved by
Audubon members, that
creates nesting cavities for
songbirds, owls, wood
ducks, and small mammals
such as Douglas squirrels,
gray squirrels, rodents and
possums. 

room, weed in the Rain
Garden, or keep trails
maintained in the Park. You’ll
meet so many new friends
and feel a deep sense of
belonging, as many of us
do. This is a pleasant
environment to spend a few
hours volunteering—and
there’s espresso!
 
Annette Hanson
Board President and Inspire
Wonder Capital Campaign
Committee Chair 

As Annette described, it has
been quite the year for the
Dungeness River Nature
Center.  Thanks to the
support of our dedicated
members, donors, volunteers,
and our community at large
we developed the potential to
be a world class nature
center. 

The new center will
significantly add to the
potential outreach of our
organization. Providing more
available space, dedicated
exhibit space, and increased
capabilities through
technology will allow us to
spread appreciation and
stewardship of our natural
and cultural resources farther
than ever before. 

None of this would be
possible without the support
of all of you, thank you!
 
Powell Jones, Director

The new technology also
makes it possible to
connect remotely with a
speaker anywhere in the
world in real time.

Throughout 2021,
education staff worked
with a committee of
experts to design one of
the Center’s best teaching
tool, the exhibits room:

Freeing the collection of
200 birds and animals
from their cabinets into
the context of the habitat
they prefer, the exhibits
will showcase the
snowfields to the estuary,
with narrative both
scientific and cultural.

JAMESTOWN TRIBE'S
PROJECT ADDS
VALUABLE LESSON
ABOUT SALMON

The Tribe has long-
planned to restore salmon
habitat at Railroad Bridge
Park by removing a 1960-
era levee and mitigating
20 years of parking at the
river’s edge. With
blueprints on the table in
2021, the project gets
underway in 2022,
providing a valuable
teaching tool about how
nature responds to
restoration.

Below: Salmon eggs



CLICK HERE TO WATCH OUR ANNUAL RECORDED ANNUAL MEETING

ZOOM SAVES THE YEAR, AGAIN

A quick shift from in-person
meetings to Zoom in 2020 continued
to build in 2021. Over 1,000 people
tuned from all over the country for
nearly every lecture, learning about
the animals and plants of the North
Olympic Peninsula. The majority of
lectures were by experts in the field

with storytelling skills, humor,
slides, graphs, and delivering a
wealth of science-based facts.

WILDFLOWER HIKES DELIGHT

One of the joys of being a Nature
Center is the focus on the outdoors--

in 2021 the only place that people
could safely gather together. Hikes

continued all summer--a comforting
reminder of the beauty and wonder

of the natural world.

GREEN VALENTINES RAISE
MONEY FOR PURCHASE OF

NATIVE PLANTS

You purchased over $10,000 worth
of Green Valentines, at $30 apiece,
in February 2021 to help buy native
plants for new landscaping. Heeled

in while the building was being
completed, they were planted in

2022 with hundreds of mostly native
plants and trees planted by

landscapers in the spring 2022.

 
 

A TOAST of FRESH, COLD
CLEAR, WATER TO YOU,
MEMBERS & DONORS,

FROM THE RIVER CENTER BOARD & STAFF

 

https://youtu.be/GC7uL2lFzmE


CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
REMAINED IN HIGH GEAR TO

FINISH THE JOB

CLOSING FOR CONSTRUCTION
COINCIDED WITH COVID

AND SUPPLY-CHAIN ISSUES

 
UP IN 2021:

Materials Costs
Labor Costs

ALSO UP:
Donations

Grant Awards
Memberships

Bridge Crossings on the Olympic
Discovery Trail

A QUICK LOOK TELLS
THE WHOLE STORY:

SEE the PIE CHARTS! Click
here

TRIBAL PERSPECTIVE ADDS
EXCITING ELEMENT TO TEACHING

The best way to teach and inspire curiosity is
to tell a memorable story. Here's a short film
about salmon by John Gussman, narrated by
national award-winning storyteller, and
S'Klallam elder Elaine Grinnell.

TEACHING BY EXAMPLE

VOLUNTEERS PLANT A
RAIN GARDEN

WITH WSU EXTENSION
& JAMESTOWN S'KLALLAM TRIBE

1,000 plants, 50 volunteers, 2 days

Built to capture thousands of gallons of storm
water off of the River Center roof and hard

surfaces and filter it before it enters
the water table.

https://dungenessrivercenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Final-Financial-Report.pdf
https://vimeo.com/638481891
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SbBYXpFjbC0


See the plants list and how the raingarden
was built here: 

https://ruralstormwater.wsu.edu/rain-garden/

To see a time lapse of the
garden being planted, click on
the photo above.

 

IN 2021 NUMBERS SOARED

NO MATTER WHAT THE WEATHER

OVER 250,000 CROSSINGS
ON RAILROAD BRIDGE IN 2021

2021 RIVER CENTER DONORS
Thank You for inspiring generations
with your gifts to the River Center!

$100,000 AND ABOVE
Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe
Sunderland Foundation
Sequim Sunrise Rotary
Foundation
Sage Foundation

$50,000 AND ABOVE
William Booth

$25,000 AND ABOVE
Dave & Julie Jackson
Rose Forbes
Laura Dubois

$10,000 AND ABOVE
ArtsFund
Tuttie & Richard Peetz
Shirley Anderson
Lyn Muench
Mickie Vail
Richard & Helen McCammon

$5,000 AND ABOVE
Marion Rutledge

$500 AND ABOVE Cont...
Hal & Jo Scott
Olympic Driftwood Sculptors
Michael & Lydia Stanhope
John Staples
Angeles Millwork & Lumber
Co.
Cheryle Sullivan & Jennifer
Torba
North Peninsula Electric

$300 AND ABOVE
Rich Havel
Scott & Nell Clausen
Arnold & Debbie Schouten
Lance Vail & Terri Traub
Lisa & Andy Coons
Dennis & Lisa Cartwright
Ken & Janie Leuthold
Cindy Lowe
Kathy Bachman
Chris & Mike Barton
Phil & Sharon Castell
Bob Lake & Karen Schafer
Adam Shantz & Heidi Hermes

$100 AND ABOVE Cont...
Phil Churchley
Eric & Jean Crecelius
Swains General Store
Cynthia Frizzle
Bob & Jennifer Margison
Sue Molin
Mary Solik
John Worl
John & Pamela Anzalotti
Alice McElroy
Marti Campbell
Marc & Valerie McBride
Jim & Brenda Peck
Sherry Hansen
Sharon Walker
Cheryl & Gib Siard
Deb Turner & Richard
Bloomer
Sara Blake
Ann Soule & Dave Shreffler
Tami & Dale
Betty Oppenheimer
Martin & Linda Gutowski
Robert Hutchison

https://ruralstormwater.wsu.edu/rain-garden/


Virginia Clark
Annette & Pete Nesse
Sasha Muench
Ron & Merine Allen
Sue Chickman & Bob Lynette
Bharti Desai
Barbara Fitzgerald
Eleanor & Donald Naddy Trust
Estate of Ann Terry Vogel
Margie Palmer
Gary & Victoria Reed
Pat Schoen & Connie Engvall

$2,000 AND ABOVE
Stephen Tharinger
Klahhane Club
Clare & Don Hatler
Daniel Houk
Olympic Peninsula Audubon
Society
Joyce Ryba
John R. Zey
Gretha & Doug Davis
Philip & Teri Martin
Sue Dryden
Syrene Forsman
Ingrid Lehrer
Ken Wiersema
Grace Sommers
Eftin & Ingrid Strong
Wilder Auto Center
Jean Harrington
Kerry & Mike McCool
Martha & George Moyer

$1,000 AND ABOVE
Kathy & Gailen Steichen
Tina Jackson
Stacey Fradkin
Suzie Nunley
Rebecca & Zandy Stewart
Judy Larson
Ann & Dave Perkins
Sara Ellen Peterson
Doris Causey
Kathe Smith
Audrey & Jim Gift
Ruth Messing
John & Rose Bridge
Wanda & Mike Schneider
John & Ally Simons
Bob & Barb Boekelheide
Yvonne Yokota
Parametrix, Inc
Windermere Real Estate
Sequim East
Kendra Donelson
Betsy Donworth

Erwin & Diane Jones
George & Lin Norris
Bob & Janet Mullen
Rick & Paulette Hill
Nina Carter & Tom Rainey
Libby Ann Smith
Jill Blake
Mary Porter-Solberg & Steve
Solberg
Louisa Donelson
David & Cindy Rodgers
Melanie & John Carlson
Jim & Nan Benson
Jeanie & Glen Robards
Elaine Nye
Linda Falconer
Charlotte Watts
Bonnie Glendenning & Vernon
J Ahrendes
Nancy & Lee Gould
Ed & Linda Holden
Jon & Sandy Kurtz
Hank & Hena Marrero
Russ & Linda Mellon
Marilyn Heineman & Chakorn
Phisuthikul
Jackson & Elizabeth Williams

$200 AND ABOVE
Mike Michalek
Sherry & Randy Smith
Lucy Copass
Bill & LaVonne Mueller
Glenn Browning & Carol
Young
Bernadette McGovern
Wini Leeds & Jeff Baldwin
Cassandra Davis-Ramon
Evilo Schwab
Paulette Ache
Castell Insurance
Richard & Margaret Goette
Lodge at Sherwood VIllage
Bob & Carolyn Iddins
Jonathan Jack Insurance
Agency Inc
Shirley Legg
Linda & Adrian Licingston
Lodge Chiropractic
Kitsap Bank
John & Barbara Orr
Lon Smith & Katie Holmes
Blue Sky Real Estate Sequim -
Ed Stumpter
Jean Tyson
Greg & Ginger Voyles
Ken & Mary Campbell
Scott & Cindy Moore

Anna Plager
John & Rose Sebastian
Judith L Fick & John Sorensen
WIlliam Biery
John & Margaret Maxwell
Don Myers & Diane Hood
Ann Marie Riley
Bill & Nancy Shaw
ZuVuYah DianaCristina
Susan Hunt
Louise Potter
Ann Seiter & Kevin Burke
Roger & April Uhden
Dave & Rita Wise
Aaron & Paula Barnes
Connie Church
Marcia Clockedile
Terry Moore
Soroptimist International PA
Jet Set
Carrie Kalina
Patrice Johnston
Laura & Roy Anderson
Christina Heliker
Sandra Pysher
Jani & Mark Weller
Mary Swartz
Paul & Bertha Cooper
Dale Jarvis & Diana Lee
Diane Fatzinger
Nathan Adkisson
Robin Barr
Susan Blake & Chris Breen
 Liz Collins
Denny Evans
Barcy Fisher
Julie Anne Hopkins
David Kimmett
Noreen Parks
Carolyn & Mark Ziogas
Jan Brahms
Collin Dawes
Jonathan Jack Insurance
Agency Inc
Joanna Jackson
 Robert Knapp
Paul Schwabe
Carl Siver
Nancy Gerard
Carrol Hull & Alan Clark
Chase Bank
Liam Antrim & Pam Maurides
Larry & Rene Bauer
Catharine Bento-Foxlee & R.
Heath Foxlee
Sarah & John Bird
Andy & Colleen Brastad
Richard & Glenda Cable



Glass Services Co.
Jack & Pat Fletcher
Jennifer Graham
Colin Hiday Concrete inc
Korsmo Construction
Harbor Foodservice
Jamestown Excavating
Johnston Land Surveying Inc.,
PS
Suzan Mannisto
Lori Moilanen
Randy & Sallie Radock
Beth & Cappy Rothman
Pat Zettas

$500 AND ABOVE
Pamela Martin
Janet Goff
Marsha Robin
Elke Wiersema
Joan Krogh & Dave Small
Sandra Boren
Kathy Strozyk
Catherine & Tom Mix
Lee Bowen & Sue Gilleland
Peter C. & Ann F. Hanson
Norrie & Barb Johnson
Annette Hanson
Bob & Enid Phreaner
Ann & Roy Sargent
Nancy & Jeff Foro
Terri Tyler & Michael Chase
Sharon Howard
Darcy & Joel McNamara
Marie & Brian Grad
Chris & Keith McCann
Bonnie Roos
Walter & Montel Livingston
Jamie Hatten
Kris Ecklund
Terry Santos
Olympic Title Co.
Hartnagel Building Supply Inc.
Dave & Monique Brasher
David Bruneau
Rice Fergus Miller
Pat & Dick Gritman
Tormod Hellwig
Ken Henshaw & Jane
Hutchings-Henshaw
Deborah Jensen
Enterprise Fleet Management,
Inc.
Sense, Inc
 Brian Marts
Judith Newman
Norberg Family Foundation
Roz & Mike Reichner

Jill Dornan
Pat Willits
Jeanie McNamara
Andy Bowman
Mary Mira
Susan Slate
Barbara Perry
Mike & Judy Bromell
Jane Hendrick
Tim McNulty & Mary Morgan
Jolene & Mike Sanborn
Jim & Wendy Meusey
Bonnie Robb
Arthur Schneider
SCJ Alliance
Tom & Annie Lowe
Eckart Mildenstein & Toyama
Ryoko
Marcia Homer
Ron & Jan Wehner
Karen Westwood
John & Amanda Beitzel
Air Flo Heating
Hugh Binley
John & Linda Ellingboe
Richard & Pam Godsey
Linda & Larry Gonzales
Ed & Nancy Grier
Conn & Virginia O'Neil
Robin Ornelas
Martin & Deborah Ozga
Ted & Kathy Poston
John & Sue Stednick
Patrick & Karla Terbilcox
Scott Van Dyken
Barb Vanderwerf

$100 AND ABOVE
Kathleen & Lawrence Charters
Bob & Cece Fitton
Melissa Soares
Alice Steijn
Stefani Scott
Skip & Caroline Perkins
Tom & Jacque Schaafsma
Edward & Myra Koszykowski
Dave Chuljian
Shelly Ament
Mary E Bellone
John Acklen & Juanice Reyes
Chris Gutmacher
Mary McConney & Marlin
Eller
Gary Huff
Sarah Keller
Jen Richards
Bob & Sue Erzen
Reed & Janette Finfrock

Kathy Canavan & Arlene
Havlark
Scott Chitwood
Judy Clinton
Rosemary Cockrill
Eileen Cooney
Diane Cox
Jeff & Wendy Dahlgren
Annette de Knijf
Monica Fletcher & Steve
Evans
Blue Sky Real Estate Sequim -
Mike Fuller
Pat Gallup
Marguerite A. Glover
Debra Hamilton
Sylvia Hancock
Jime & Cathy Hinz
Marlin Holden
Brian S Hughes, DDS
Merrill & Kathy Jefferson
Judy Jewell
Severne Johnson
Jim's Pharmacy
Mark Kady
Sheila Kee & Stu Hemstreet
Rick & Suzanne King
Julie Kustura
Torrey & Diann Lavik
Pete Lawrence & Vixie
Deauburn
James & Lynda Livesey
Marsha Massey
Neal & Sharon McCarter
Mark & Alexis Megahan
John & Barbara Meier
Kitty & Eric Merrifield
Jacquelyn Miller
Alan & Anne Morrison
Lisa Parrish
Jessica Payne
Jenny & Terry Poon
John & Judy Ramos
Barbara Reavis
Robin Reese
Beth & Thomas Ruggerio
Erv & Kirsten Ruhl
Jean Sack
Sharon Scairpon
Emily Sly
Barbara & Jon Stroud
Joan Vance
John & Mary Wegmann
Rick & Shyla Wilcox
George & Jolie Will
Robbie Yakow



Sound Community Bank
Madeline Rose

296 DONORS DONATED
$99 OR BELOW

GIFTS GIVEN IN MEMORY

AND IN HONOR OF FAMILY & FRIENDS IN 2021

IN MEMORY OF:
Elenor and Don Anderson
Nugget & Saffy Anzalotti
Lee Augelus
Mary Jo Cain
Dennis Dickson
Kurt Grinnell
Joe Hart
Gwyneth Hixson
Trevor Homer
Les Jones
Maud Gilman Krom
Gordon & Peggy Leiter
Norman LeVasseur
Terry Martin
Stuart NASmith
Don Nunle

Tim Peterson
Judith Pysher
Andy and Martha Rechnitzer
Louis Robbiano
Neil Robin
Cherie Santos
Doris G Shimkus
Dorothy Shreffler
Uncle Sheldon Stein
Nova Benson & Susan
Chapman
Beverly J. Swearingen
Toby Turcich
Ann Terry Vogel
Doris Vogt
John Willits

IN HONOR OF:

Dave & Julie Jackson
Darcy & Joel McNamara
Doug & Gretha Davis
Terri Tyler & Michael Chase
Joanna Jackson
Lyn Muench
Ken Wiersema

DUNGENESS RIVER NATURE CENTER
2021 BOARD of DIRECTORS

Annette Hanson (President), Tuttie Peetz (Vice President), Ann Sargent (Secretary),
Wanda Schneider (Treasurer), Shirley Anderson, Kendra Donelson, Laura Dubois, Marie
Grad, Neil Harrington, Mark Megahan, Lyn Muench, Annette Nesse, Carl Siver, Kathy
Steichen, Ken Wiersema

In Memory of  Audubon representative Allyson Simons, and of Les Jones, who served on the
River Center Board for many years.

RIVER CENTER STAFF



Powell Jones

Center Director & Park Manager 
360-681-5635
Powell@DungenessRiverCenter.org

Vanessa Fuller

Operations Manager
360-681-5636
Vanessa@DungenessRiverCenter.org

Jenna Ziogas

Education Manager
360-681-5637
Jenna@DungenessRiverCenter.org

Jan Halliday

Donor & Sponsor
Engagement
360-681-5638
Jan@DungenessRiverCenter.org

Roger Magee

Visitor Services & Gift Shop
Manager
360-681-4076
Roger@DungenessRiverCenter.org

Dungeness River Nature Center | Physical:2151 W Hendrickson Rd, Mailing: PO BOX 2450,
Sequim, WA 98382
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