
Coordinator and is 

enjoying himself.   

The River Center really 

is a wonderful place, with 

a rich variety of programs 

and participants.  Please 

come in and visit.   Tell us 

your own terrific idea; 

maybe we can write a 

grant proposal and make 

it happen.    

Fondly,    

Hansi Hals, President 

 

From the President ðñItôs a Wonderful Placeò 

ability to stay plugged in 

for too long have become 

prevalent, organized, 

engaging outdoor 

experiences have become 

increasingly important. 

òLife-Changing 
Experiencesó 

Of all the different 

facets of my job, including 

managing a beautiful park, 

talking about the amazing 

displays within the River 

Center, and working with 

people, there is one that 

excites me the mostñthe 

opportunity to provide 

outdoor experiences to 

kids and adults alike.  It is 

easy to fall into the idea 

that it also feeds my 

desire to be outside, but 

what really excites me is 

the potential and possibilities 

of the participants in the 

experience. 

Outdoor experiences 

have the power to change 

perspective, to bring a 

new light to what is 

important.  This is 

especially evident when 

you consider that 90% of 

adults who actively 

participate in the 

outdoors were 

introduced to outdoor 

activities between ages 5 

and 18. Also, studies have 

shown that 30% of adults 

who enter a scientific 

profession were inspired 

to do so by experiences 

they had as children.  In a 

world where ònature 

deficit disorderó and the 

Executive Directorôs NotesñPowell Jones 

As I write this, Powell 

has just submitted a grant 

proposal to the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration, asking for 

funding to develop a yearð 

long high school class in 

coordination with the 

Sequim School District 

that will emphasize field 

science skills and Pacific 

Northwest ecology.  Isnõt 

that a terrific idea?   

Improving studentsõ 

environmental literacy is a 

legacy I think we each 

strive to achieve.  I 

applaud Powell and his 

collaborators for their 

creative and ambitious 

thinking.  My fingers are 

crossed while we await 

NOAAõs funding decision. 

 In the meantime, on 

the home front, I have 

noticed that my husband 

Tom Butler is especially 

upbeat.  He has joined the 

River Center staff as the 

Education and Volunteer 
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8th  River Center Nature Mart  Sets Record ñ

Julie Jackson 

Linda Ogden, winner of 

the 2014 raffle, poses in 

her new sweater with 

her husband Joel.  
ñSue Chickman photo  

ticket for the handsome 
Cowichan wool sweater 
valued at over $300.  

She and her husband Joel 
moved to Sequim two years 
ago, and after seeing photos 
of the sweater in the 
newspapers, they came to 
Nature Mart specifically to 
buy raffle tickets. Marion 
Rutledge,  a member of 
both the River Center and 
Olympic Peninsula Audubon 
Society, knitted and donated 
the sweater. Rutledge is an 
active member of the River 
Center Crafters , the 
group that produces many 
of the one-of-a-kind, hand-
crafted items for which 
Nature Mart is known.  

The remaining 
items, including 
assorted gifts for 
people, pets, and 
birds, may be 
purchased at the  
Center through 
Dec. 13. All event 
proceeds go to 
support education 
programs.  

 

(L-R) Charlotte Hertel 

and Lael Butler (Tom 

and Hansiõs daughter) 

made holiday wreaths 

at Nature Mart.  
 

ñSue Chickman photos  

By 4:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 15, when 
the Dungeness River 
Audubon Centerõs annual 
holiday Nature Mart 
ended, more than $7,500 
had been raised for River 
Center education programs. 
Linda Ogden of Sequim 
was thrilled to learn that 
she held the winning raffle 
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Center Hours  
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. TU-FRI 
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 The Dungeness River 

Audubon Center is a 

charitable organization. 

Membership fees and 

donations are tax 

deductible to the extent 

of the law. 

 For tax purposes, our 

501©3 Federal EIN is 

91-1632949. 
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rivercenter@olympus.net  
 

2151 West Hendrickson Road  
P.O. Box 2450, Sequim, WA  98382   

360-681-4076, 360-681-8060 Fax    
 

Staff 
Powell Jones, Executive Director 

Vanessa Fuller, Administrative Services 
& Development Coordinator 

Tom Butler, Education & Volunteer 
Coordinator 

 

Park Host  
Charlie Yozgott 

Our Mission  

To inspire understanding, enjoyment, 

and stewardship of the Olympic 

Peninsulaõs unique natural and cultural 

resources, with emphasis on birds, 

rivers, fish, and people. 

Weôre on the web! 

www.dungenessrivercenter .org  

Dungeness River Audubon Center  
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Meet Tom Butler, the 

new Education and 

Volunteer Coordinator. 

Tom formerly taught high 

school science.  He more 

recently comes from 

NatureBridge in Olympic 

National Park where he 

was the Science and 

Education Manager. His  

longtime interests include  

birds, hiking, woodworking, 

biking, baking, exercise, 

and nature in general.  
 

The River Centerõs 
Legacy Circle members 
and their guests gathered 
for a special breakfast at 
the River Center on Nov. 
22nd.  The event was 
to recognize and thank 
them for their commitment 
to the long-term success 
and sustainability of the 
Center and Park.   

Special guest Ron Allen, 
Chairman of the Jamestown 
SõKlallam Tribe, spoke of 
the Tribeõs partnership and 
vision for the future of the 
Park and Center.  To learn 
more about the Legacy 
Circle, please contact 
Executive Director Powell 
Jones or any River Center 
board member.  

Welcome       

Tom Butler!  

New Park Host settles in ð 

my son in the small 
community of Camarillo, 
California.   During my 
son's youth, I was actively 
involved in his sports and 
academic endeavors.   

After my son left home 
for college, I spent a few 
years in real estate and 
property management, 
also in Southern California. 
While doing property 
management, I was able 
to pursue my enjoyment 
of landscaping and 
gardening among my 
other duties.   

In 2003, I moved to 
Sequim where I was able 
to continue to pursue my 
love of gardening and 
working with people, 
specifically the elderly. 

He describes being the 
Host as òmy dream job.ó 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlie Yozgott 
became the Railroad 
Bridge Park Host on Aug. 
20. Charlie describes his 
background as: 
òI was born in Southern 

California and grew up in 
small communities within 
that area.  After graduating 
high school, I proudly 
served this country in the 
U. S. Navy.  Upon 
returning home I was 
fortunate to take 
advantage of the GI bill 
and worked and attended 
college in Santa Barbara, 
where I obtained an 
Associate of Arts Degree.   

After college I worked 
full time for the majority 
of my career in the 
aerospace industry.   
While working, I was a 
single parent and raised 

òI thoroughly 

enjoy nature, 

hiking, walking, 

and exploring 

this beautiful 

area with my 

terrier Sadie.ó 

ñCharlie Yozgott, 

Park Host  
  

Charlie and Sadie  
ñTribal Newsletter photo  

Thank you 

members for 

your 

commitment 

and vision! 
 

Sorry for the confusion!  

Due to a computer glitch, you may have 
recently received a letter from the River Center 
that was wrongly addressed. Thank you to those 
who alerted us to our error. We sincerely 
apologize for the confusion! Corrected letters 
will soon be in the mail. Thank you for your 
patience and understanding and for your ongoing 
support of the River Center. Please contact 
Executive Director Powell Jones if you have any 
questions or concerns about the Center or Park. 

Ron Allen shares History and vision!  

ñSue Chickman photo 

ñStaff photo 


